COMMUNICATIONS
TO THE EDITOR Cuevaenes A and B, NewPolyene Carboxylic
Acids from Streptomyces sp. HKI 0180 Sir: In the course of a screening for newmetabolites from strains of actinomycetes we disclosed Streptomyces sp. HKI 0180 as the producer of cuevaenes A (1) and B (2). The strain was isolated from a soil sample from the cave of Altamira (Spain). In this paper we report the production, isolation, structure elucidation and biological properties of 1 and 2 (Fig. 1 ). An agar slant culture of the above strain was used to inoculate a 500 ml Erlenmeyer flask containing 100ml of a seed medium composed of (g/liter): dextrose 15, soya bean meal 15, NaCl 5, CaCO3 1, KH2PO4 0.4, distilled water, pH 6.9. The producing medium contained (g/liter): mannitol 20, soya bean meal 20, distilled water, HKI 0180 suggested that 1 contains a tetrahydrodibenzo furane moiety.
The structures of 1 and 2 as depicted in Fig. 1 were settled on the basis of one and two-dimensional *H and 13C
NMR measurements (COSY, TOCSY, DEPT, HSQC, HMBC, NOESY). The !H NMRspectra of 1 and 2 displayed two (jE)-configurated olefinic protons (H-2 and H-3, doublets, 3JHH-16Hz), one singlet and one additional doublet olefinic proton (H-5, H-7), and aromatic protons displaying ortho-and meta-couplings with 9 Hz and 2.5 Hz, respectively, in compound1. However, the weak couplings of the two aromatic protons (<0.3 Hz) in 2 suggested their para position. Due to the presence of a carboxyl proton the phenolic protons were invisible in the NMRspectra even in CHC13 or DMSOsolution (Table 2 ). The 13C NMRspectra of 1 and 2 (Table 2) showed for each compound one carbonyl signal (C-l: 170.5 and 171.0ppm), one methoxyl 
